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         Burbage Parish Council 
Minutes of a meeting of Burbage Parish Council 

held on Monday 12th April 2021 
at 7.45pm via Zoom 

 
 

Attendance  
Cllrs. Steve Colling (Chairman), Tom Blanchard, Theo Clarke, Lee Giddings, Tracy Jones, Glenda Pearce, George Walsh-Waring, 
Andrew Wheeler and Chris Wheeler were present. 
 
Cllr Stuart Wheeler from Wiltshire Council attended the meeting, and stated that he wished to congratulate all the Burbage 
councillors on the work they have done, and the leadership they have given during the Covid pandemic. He reported that the 
budget had been finalised; and that Wiltshire Council is in quite a solid financial position at the moment. That has allowed it to 
put some money into reserves, so that there are resources in place to deal with any after effects of the emergency. He 
concluded by thanking the parish councillors for being so pleasant to work with during this four year term of office. 
 
There was no Village Hall report. 
 
Four members of the public joined the meeting – Christopher Davies, Daniel and Jessie Bowerman, and Gavin Ketchen,  
 
962 To receive and accept apologies for absence:  Cllr Terry and Cllr Fellows 
963 To receive Declarations of Interest and requests for dispensation: None 

964 The Minutes of Meeting held on Wednesday 10th March 2021 were accepted as a true record. The Chairman will sign a 
copy, and post it to the Clerk. 

            
965 Community Transport Group 
 No Meeting this month 

 
966 Pewsey Area Board 
 Next meeting 24th May, 2021  
 
967 Correspondence received since the last meeting, not covered by Committees: 
 The next Great British Spring Clean is taking place between 28th May and 13th June, under Covid rules. It was agreed 

that Burbage Parish Council will wait until after the Covid restrictions are lifted to hold a litter pick. Mr Christopher 
Davies said that the Scouts may be interested in taking part after 21st June, if restrictions are lifted then. Cllr Pearce 
volunteered to organise the litter pick once restrictions are lifted; and Mr Davies said that he would provide a date 
when the Scouts would be able to participate. Action Cllr Pearce  
          

968 Planning Committee:  
 a) Correspondence:  
 i) Copies were received of emails sent to Wiltshire Council’s planning department by Mr Gary Rawlinson and Mr Nigel 

Cryer, relating to the application to turn the Three Horseshoes into a residential dwelling. These have been responded 
to by Wiltshire Council. 

 ii) Wiltshire Council sent out a notification stating that the new Planning website is now live, and giving instructions on 
how to access and use it. Opinions varied on how it compares to the previous website. 

  
 b) Report on planning decisions taken since the last Parish Council meeting: None  
  
 c) Consider any new and existing applications for planning: 

Reference Location Proposed Work Decision 

21/02309/FUL 209 High Street Proposed two storey end 
extension and single 
storey rear extension 

Proposal – No Objection (Unanimous) 
But wish to comment that there needs to be 
sufficient off street parking for the size of the 
house. Planning permission should tie in with CATG 
efforts to make the High Street safer in that area. 
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Reference Location Proposed Work Decision 

21/02421/FUL Morleigh 
Cottage 
Leigh Hill 
Savernake 

Two storey extension to 
the north, and new first 
floor over 1950’s 
bungalow area of house 

Planning documents were not available until 12th 
April, so the date for comments has been 
extended by 21 days. Councillors to look at plans 
and respond to Cllr Pearce by close of play 
Monday 19th April. Any questions to be sent to the 
Clerk to forward to Mr Bowerman, and copied to 
the full Parish Council. 

 
               
969   Village Open Spaces Committee:          AW 

a) Correspondence: 
i) An email was received from Mr Brian Wheeler, asking if the Parish Council was aware that a hedge has been planted 
on the edge of the by-pass. Cllr Andrew Wheeler volunteered to take a look at it, to check that it is on the land owner’s 
boundary line. The Clerk was asked to reply to Mr Wheeler to suggest that he contacts Wiltshire Council. Action Cllr 
Andrew Wheeler & Clerk 
ii) Mr Keith Saunders has reported an increase in cyclists using Footpath 6 during lockdown. This has resulted in damage 
to the surface of the footpath, and to the kissing gate where bicycles have been lifted over the gate. Cllr Chris Wheeler 
said he would inspect the gate, and repair any damage. The Parish Council will monitor the condition of the path and 
gate. The Clerk was asked to reply to Mr Saunders. Action Cllr Chris Wheeler & Clerk 
iii) An email was received from Ms Zoe Voorspuy, expressing concern about the speed of traffic along the High Street, 
particularly along the straight stretch past Manor Farm. The Clerk was asked to reply, asking Ms Voorspuy to report the 
matter to Wiltshire Council via their on-line page; and to inform her that it is hoped that the Speedwatch team will be 
operating again in Burbage shortly. Action Clerk  
iv) An email was received from Mrs Ryan, asking when the signs will be put up at the basketball court stating the times 
that it can be used. It was agreed that Cllr Chris Wheeler would devise the form of words to be put on the notices, and 
would then send this to the Clerk to circulate to the full Parish Council for comment. The signs would then be ordered 
and put in place. It was also agreed that the basketball court should remain open during the time that the playground is 
closed for refurbishment. The Clerk was asked to reply to Mrs Ryan. Action Cllr Chris Wheeler & Clerk 
v) Communications were received from both Mrs Michelle Smith and Mrs Sarah Wilkinson about the trees and 
brambles alongside their properties in Croft Corner. The Clerk reported that she had been in contact with the 
contractors who look after the public areas around the social housing, and that they had trimmed back the tree 
branches encroaching on Mrs Smith’s garden. However, they did not have authority to reduce the height of the trees. 
The Clerk was asked to contact Wiltshire Council for advice on how to resolve the issues. Action Clerk 
 
b)  Receive report of Actions outstanding from previous minutes: 

Open Spaces Who When Updates 

1.  CCTV cameras TJ  Ongoing 

2. Parish Steward - current main tasks 
for the Parish Steward are:- 

1. Potholes in Wolfhall Road and Fir 
Green Lane 
2. The white lines for 20mph limit are 
disappearing 
3. Driveways that cross the High Street 
are in a bad condition, particularly 
around the telephone exchange. 
4. Inspect a couple of dangerous trees 
overhanging the road, particularly one at 
Leigh Hill 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

AW 
 
CW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ongoing 
Parish Steward visits to Burbage: 
8th, 12th, and 13th April 
10th, 11th, and 12th May  
The Parish Steward said he could not make 
the first two scheduled visits in April. 
 
Cllr Chris Wheeler has spoken to Wiltshire 
Council about the pot holes, and they are 
looking at the problem. 

3. Playground repairs  CW  No further changes until the refurbishment 
is complete 
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Open Spaces Who When Updates 

4. Update on Martingale Road and Seawards 
correspondence - Cllr Chris Wheeler has tried 
to speak to the replacement contact again, 
and has chased for a response. 
Seawards took over the management of the 
estate once it was built. Cllr Chris Wheeler 
negotiated an agreement for Seawards to 
transfer the land to the Parish Council, and to 
make a payment towards its upkeep. Then 
the contract at Seawards retired, and nothing 
has progressed since then. 
It is currently owned by Frogmore 
Developments. 

CW 
 
Clerk 
 

Asap 
 
April 

Ongoing 
 
The Clerk was asked to contact WALC for 
advice on how this might be moved 
forwards. 
 
 
 

5. Re-siting the defibrillator from the 
Three Horseshoes. 
  
Electricity cable still in place. Clerk to 
arrange for it to be disconnected. 
 
Kiosk to be moved to storage at 
Wheelers, and Clerk has obtained a 
quote from Rob Hartwell to repaint it. 
 
The new defibrillator has been installed 
at the petrol station, and is now in use. 

SC 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 

Jan 
 
 
Mar 
 
 
 
 

Ongoing 
 
Plan to move the telephone kiosk from 
Webbs Way to Stibb Green to house the 
defibrillator. The Clerk has established that 
BT is still the bill payer, and has got in 
touch with them. 
 
Phone box at Durley is falling over, and 
needs attention, and the phone box at the 
White Hart needs painting. The Clerk to ask 
Rob Hartwell to repaint all three phone 
boxes. 
 6. Damaged footpath signs to be replaced. SC Jan Cllr Colling is in the process of checking 
which signs need to be replaced. 
Ongoing 

7. Tidy up of Seymour Pond, and creation of 
wildlife area. 
 

Cllr 
Colling 

Clerk 

 

 

Feb 

 
Apr 

 

Waiting for ownership of the second half of 
the pond to be signed over to the Parish 
Council. 
Agreement has now been reached about 
the terms of the transfer, and the matter 
should be finalised by the end of April. 

 

 

 

 

8. Reporting, and cutting back of, overgrown 
hedges in the village. 
 

Full 
Council 

 

 

 
 

All councillors to report any overgrown 
hedges in the village that are causing 
issues.  
  

c) Wiltshire Council’s vermin control team have inspected the Three Horseshoes, and reported that there is no evidence 
of a current rat problem. Wiltshire Council advised that the issue with the collapsing roof, which is likely to damage 
neighbouring property if it comes down, is a civil matter between the owners of each property. 
d). Cllr Chris Wheeler and Cllr Andrew Wheeler held a meeting with Mr Grant Rodgers and the landlady of the White 
Hart to discuss relocating the fence and the footpath. To move the footpath back to its official line, away from the 
White Hart car park, will require a considerable amount of work. The hedge will need to be cut, a retaining bank and a 
handrail will need to be put in, and surfacing work will need to be done. Cllr Chris Wheeler volunteered to put a 
specification together for the work and pass it to the Clerk. The Clerk was asked to send out invitations to tender for the 
contract once the specification is received. Action Cllr Chris Wheeler & Clerk 
e). Cllr Chris Wheeler provided an update on the playground refurbishment. Some of the construction work will begin 
over the weekend of 17th/18th April, at the east end of the playground. The new equipment will be delivered to site on 
Tuesday 4th May, after the Bank Holiday. The surfacing will be done the following week, and this will include replacing 
some areas of worn and damaged surfacing in the area where the old safety tiles now are. All surfacing will be made 
good where necessary. Work on the playground is scheduled to be completed by 14th May. Action Cllr Chris Wheeler 
f) The proposal to purchase two new litter bins, following complaints about the ones in East Sands and Long Drove 
filling up within a few days of being emptied, was discussed. It was agreed that two bins should be purchased, one to be 
positioned at the High Street end of Long Drove, and the other placed next to the existing one at East Sands. The Clerk 
was asked to provide a list of a selection of bins, covering a range of prices, for the next meeting. Action Clerk 
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g) The proposal to pass the following resolution - “Burbage Parish Council supports the accreditation for the Walkers 
Are Welcome scheme for Pewsey & The Vale, covering the geographical area known as the Pewsey Community Area 
and including the parish of Burbage.” was approved. Proposed Cllr Clarke, seconded Cllr Colling, approved unanimously. 
h) The playground inspection rota for the next month was noted 
                          

970  Finance & Policy Committee:          GP 
a) Correspondence: None 
 b) The proposal to pay the invoice for £18.00 from Bulpitt Print Ltd for magazine content in the Burbage News was 
approved. Proposed Cllr Colling, seconded Cllr Andrew Wheeler, approved unanimously. 
c) The proposal to pay the invoice for £120.00 from Mr Ralph Kennington to install the new defibrillator at the petrol 
station was approved. Proposed Cllr Colling, seconded Cllr Pearce, approved unanimously. 
d) The actions to be taken to complete the transfer of Seymour Pond into full Parish Council ownership were discussed. 
The Parish Council has been asked to invoice Persimmon for the sum of £38,352.52, for the ongoing upkeep of the 
pond. The Clerk was asked to raise and send the invoice. The Parish Council has also been asked to pay the VAT element 
of the legal costs of its solicitor, Awdry Bailey & Douglas, which are being settled by Persimmon, as the Parish Council is 
able to reclaim the VAT. This amounts to £1,011.00. The Clerk was asked to discuss this request with Mr Ian Gibbons at 
Wiltshire Council, to check the legality. Action Clerk 
e) The date and location for the May Parish Council meeting was discussed, following the Government’s decision to not 
extend the remote meetings legislation which comes to and end on 7th May. As this is an election year, parish councils 
do not take office until 10th May. The Annual meeting of the Parish Council, where the Chairman is elected, must then 
take place within 14 days, which would be between 10th and 24th May, to be in accordance with the law. The 
Government is advising that these meetings should not take place until 17th May. However, none of the public venues 
in Burbage will have re-opened by 17th May. It was agreed that as the Parish Council is not being contested in Burbage, 
so an election will not be needed, then the Parish Council can meet remotely, via Zoom, on Tuesday 4th May. This 
meeting will just be to elect the Chairman, and agree a date for the public Parish Meeting. (Note: since this was agreed, 
it has come to the Clerk’s notice that the new Council will not take office until 10th May even though an election will 
not need to be held.) The Government’s decision to not extend the legislation on remote meetings is being contested 
in the High Court. 
f) The date and location for the annual public Parish Meeting will be discussed once the issues with the May Parish 
Council meeting have been resolved. 
    

971  RFO / Finance Report:  
a) Correspondence: None 

 b) RFO’s report: The RFO asked the Parish Council to approve the Vice Chairman’s expense claim from February – April 
2021 of £104.12. £80.00 of this claim was the purchase of Easter Eggs, as authorised by the Parish Council under item 
959 e) at the meeting held on 10th March 2021. Proposed Cllr Colling, seconded Cllr Chris Wheeler, approved 
unanimously. 
c) Receive current liquidity statement & Bank Reconciliation for 31st March, 2021: £93,982.86 
 

 d) Note receipts since last PC Meeting:  

Date Cleared Chq/SO/BACS Ref. Details VAT Excl Total Recp. 

15/03/21 BACS R20/17 Burbage News – donation for Easter Eggs 50.00 50.00 

01/04/21 BACS R21/01 Bank Interest: Base Rate Reward A/C 0.46 0.46 

   Totals 50.46 50.46 

 
e) Note payments since last Parish Council meeting: None       
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f) Approve new payments:  

Cheque 
Date 

Chq No. Ref. Details VAT Excl Total 
Payments 

VAT 

12/04/21 100814 P544C Idverde Limited – grass cutting March 2021 462.58 555.09 92.51 

26/04/21 100815 P545C Clerk’s salary/BB/phone April 2021 395.25 395.25  

12/04/21 100816 P546C PAYE for Clerk April 2021 96.00 96.00  

12/04/21 100817 P547C Bulpitt Print Ltd – Magazine content b/w 15.00 18.00 3.00 

12/04/21 100818 P548C Cllr Pearce – Expenses Feb – Apr 2021 104.12 104.12  

12/04/21 100819 P549C R Kennington – install defibrillator at garage 120.00 120.00  

   Totals 1,192.95 1,288.46 95.51 

         
972 Next Meeting:                                                                                                                                                                                    JT 

a) Full Council TBA 
 
 

     There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.25pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signed…………………………………………………Chairman  …………………Date 


